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Lot 10 Pfeiffer Road Woodside Cultural Heritage Assessment

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
EBS Heritage has been engaged by Terramin to undertake a cultural heritage assessment for proposed
works at Lot 10 Pfeiffer Road, Woodside in the Adelaide Hills, South Australia. EBS Heritage
understands that the work will consist of the installation of bunds as well as excavation works (decline
going underground approximately 5.5 m high, 5 m wide, 440 m deep and an ore bin approximately 5
metres).
EBS Heritage has conducted a cultural heritage risk assessment based on a review of the available
information. As an outcome of this assessment, EBS provides recommendations for Terramin to manage
cultural heritage risk. These recommendations are based on the proposed works to date. In the event
that works encounter cultural heritage material; this should be dealt with under the South Australian
Aboriginal Heritage Act 1988.
EBS Heritage makes the following recommendations based on the cultural heritage assessment;


Terramin are obliged under the South Australian Aboriginal Heritage Act 1988 to not “damage,
disturb or interfere” with cultural heritage sites, objects and/or remains. There are currently no
listed cultural heritage sites on the DSD-AAR Register at the project location.



Terramin should implement a site discovery procedure for all works conducted (Appendix 1) to
ensure staff responds to unexpected finds in accordance with the South Australian Aboriginal
Heritage Act 1988.



Terramin should ensure that their staff and contractors have had heritage inductions to inform
and ensure that all staff can recognise cultural heritage and comply with the site discovery
procedures.
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1

INTRODUCTION

EBS Heritage has been engaged by Terramin to undertake a cultural heritage assessment for proposed
works at Lot 10 Pfeiffer Road Woodside, South Australia. This assessment is based on a review of
information provided to EBS Heritage by Terramin, including the results of a geotechnical investigation
and a heritage assessment.

1.1

Objectives

The objectives of the following report are to;


Review available reports and geotechnical data to develop a risk profile for the project area



Provide specific recommendations regarding project activities based on the risk profile



Provide a short report summarising works completed and recommendations for heritage risk
management.



Provide contact details for relevant Aboriginal Stakeholders
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2

COMPLIANCE AND LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY

2.1

Aboriginal Heritage Act 1988 (SA)

The South Australian Aboriginal Heritage Act 1988 (AHA) is administered by the South Australian
Department of State Development, Aboriginal Affairs and Reconciliation (DSD-AAR). This legislation
outlines that any Aboriginal site, object or remains whether previously recorded or not, is covered by the
AHA. The Act provides the following definitions of an Aboriginal site in section 3.
“Aboriginal Site” means an area of land;
a) That is of significance according to Aboriginal Tradition;
b) That is of significance according to Aboriginal archaeology, anthropology or history
The AHA states that it is an offence under section 23 (s.23) to ‘damage, disturb or interfere’ with an
Aboriginal site, object or remains unless written authorisation is obtained from the Minister for Aboriginal
Affairs and Reconciliation. Penalties for an offence under s.23 are up to $10,000 or six months
imprisonment for an individual or $50,000 in the case of a body corporate.
It is also an offence under s.35 of the Act to divulge information relating to an Aboriginal site, object or
remains or Aboriginal tradition without authorisation from the relevant Aboriginal group or groups.
Penalties for an offence under this section are up to $10,000 or six months imprisonment.
The Aboriginal Heritage Act 1988 is the most relevant piece of legislation for this particular project. The
cultural heritage assessment has been conducted to determine if the proposed works are likely to
damage, disturb or interfere with any cultural heritage sites.
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3

HERITAGE REGISTER SEARCHES

3.1

DSD-AAR Register Search

EBS Heritage understands that Terramin have conducted a search of the Register, maintained by DSDAAR, in February 2014 and no sites are registered in the current project area.
The Central archive is a record of previously recorded heritage sites in South Australia. The central
archive is not an exhaustive list of sites in a specific area and contains only sites that have been reported
and/or registered. DSD-AAR advises that all Aboriginal sites are protected by the AHA and it is an
offence to damage, disturb or interfere with any Aboriginal site, or damage any Aboriginal object
(registered or not) without authority from the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs and Reconciliation.

3.2

SA Museums Database

The South Australian (SAM) database is an inventory of Aboriginal cultural material and skeletal remains
held by the SAM. A search of the database for entries relating to the project area was carried out using
the following key words; Woodside, Pfeiffer Road. The search revealed no records for skeletal material
found in the area or in surrounding areas.
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4

BACKGROUND RESEARCH

A cultural heritage assessment was prepared for Terramin by Clarke (2016). The aim of the assessment
was to provide due diligence regarding cultural heritage in the wider landscape; however the report did
not address specific legislative requirements. The report covers the history of Aboriginal occupation of
the project area and its immediate surrounds as well as a brief history of European occupation and
mining history.
EBS has provided a cursory summary of the background research by Clarke (2016), specifically the
points which relate directly to the risk assessment provided in this report.
The Aboriginal people of this region are known as the Peramangk or Mt Barker tribe (Tindale 1974) they
preferred the open river red gum forest country in the vicinity of Woodside, Hahndorf and Mount Barker
and they generally avoided the Stringybark forest of the higher elevations of the Mount Lofty Ranges
(Clarke 2016).
Camps were typically placed strategically in open areas with a good view of the surrounding country,
Tindale drew a;
…plan of a Peramangk campsite on a creek running east toward the broad plains of the Murray
Valley over which they had a wide lookout. They were here on their northernmost camp, the hilly
country to the north being Ngadjuri territory. The site satisfied their defensive requirement that they
would not be approached under cover and would therefore have time to pick up their weapons if
strangers drew near. Three was no open water but by digging in the sand of the creek there was a
good supply” (Tindale 1974).
In the drier months camps were never set up directly under the river red gums; Tindale records “in
summer, of course, they did not live near these gigantic trees for under stress of summer red gum trees
have a habit of suddenly throwing off great limbs apparently through build-up of osmotic pressure within
their tissues. This was happening sufficiently frequently to cause fear in them of these trees (Tindale
1974).
Once Europeans arrived, the landscape changed dramatically. In fact gold was found in the Woodside
district when a farmer using explosive to help clear his property of tree roots made the first discovery of
gold (Drew 2011). The Bird in Hand mine was established in 1881 and continued operating until 1935.

4.1

Discussion

The current project area was once the home of the Peramangk people, although there are no records for
any significant sites in this area. The model of Aboriginal land use indicates that this land would have
been used seasonally, with camping places at major waterholes along the Onkaparinga River
(Hahndorf). There is little likelihood of works encountering any Aboriginal sites, objects or remains in the
area given the history of intense mining activities and town construction that took place here in the early
19th century.
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4.2

Peramangk Contact Details

There is no registered Native Title group for the current project area, although there are a number of
groups who have interests in the area and with whom Terramin may wish to consult. The following
contacts have been provided by DSD-AAR for projects in the area.
Interested parties include the following;
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GEOTECHNICAL DATA

Terramin provided EBS Heritage with the results of a geotechnical investigation conducted in July 2016.
Some 17 boreholes were excavated in the project area to a depth of 0.4-3 metres a further 7 test pits
were excavated to a depth of 1 metre (Figure 1). Geotechnical investigations can provide a vertical
“window” into the existing soil profiles without the need for major excavation and is extremely useful in
understanding the extent of modern disturbance and/or the potential for soils to retain undisturbed
cultural heritage.

Figure 1. Location of geotechnical investigations
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The soil profiles recorded from the geotechnical investigations reveal the following;

Borehole

From
(metres
below
surface)

To
(metres
below
surface)

Description

BH047

0

0.4

Br, sandy loam

BH047

0.4

1.3

Ywbr, Limonitic stained saprolitic clay

BH047

1.3

3

BH048

0

0.4

BH048

0.4

1

Rdbr, hem stained clay alt saprock

BH048

1

3

YWbr, lim stained clay alt saprock after metasiltstone

BH049

0

0.4

BH049

0.4

1

Orbr, hem/lim stained clay alt saprock

BH049

1

3

Ywbr, lim stained, weathered metasiltsone - clay altered

BH050

0

0.4

Br, sandy loam

BH050

0.4

1.3

Orbr, He/lim stained saprolitic clay, minor mottelling

BH050

1.3

3

Wh, bleached saprolitic clay, very minor lim staining

BH052

0

0.4

BH052

0.4

2

BH052

2

3

BH053

0

0.2

BH053

0.2

3

0
0.3
0.73

0.3
0.73
0.90

Br, sandy loam
Ywbr, Limonitic stained saprolitic clay, minor mottelling controlled by near
surface fracturing
Sandy loam
Silty Clay
Clay

0
0.32
0
0.4
0
0.18
0.40
0
20
0.35
0
0.18
0.70
0
0.34
0.65
0
0.4
0.7
0
0.40
0.60
0
0.30
0.50

0.32
0.75
0.40
0.60
0.20
0.35
0.90
0.20
0.35
0.90
0.18
0.70
1
0.34
0.65
1
0.34
0.65
1
0.40
0.60
1
0.30
0.50
1

Silty Loam
Clay
Sandy Loam
Clay
Sandy Loam
Clay Loam
Clay/Siltstone
Silty Loam
Clay Loam
Siltstone/Clay
Silty Loam
Clay
Siltstone/Clay
Silty Loam
Clay
Siltstone Clay
Silty Loam
Clay
Siltstone Clay
Silty Loam
Clay
Siltstone Clay
Silty Loam
Plastic Silty Clay
Siltstone Clay

BP trench
2
BP Trench
1
BP Trench
3
PP21

PP20

PP09

PP19

PP16

PP01

PP01

Wh, bleached saprolitic clay, very minor lim staining
Br, sandy loam

Br, sandy loam

Br, sandy loam
Orbr, hem/lim stained clay alt saprock, minor mottelling controlled by near
surface fracturing
Ywbr, lim stained, weathered metasiltsone - clay altered

7

Lot 10 Pfeiffer Road Woodside Cultural Heritage Assessment
The geotechnical data indicates that the upper layers consist of Silty loams, underlain with plastic silty
clays and siltstone. The top 0-40 cm of soil are likely to have been disturbed by the heavy impacts of
historical mining on the property (burrow pits, infrastructure, clearing etc.) as well as agricultural
activities.
There is no evidence in the available geotechnical data to indicate that the property contains in situ
potential archaeological deposits or cultural material. This does not mean that no sites are present, but
that no evidence of cultural activity was identified (shell, stone fragments or dark humic organic matter,
deep charcoal concentrations). There is an ephemeral creek line running through EL4303 which is part of
the Onkaparinga River catchment, EBS understands that Terramin does not intend to impact this area.
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6

RISK ASSESSMENT

EBS Heritage has prepared the following risk profile for the proposed works in the project area. This risk
profile is based on a review of relevant background information and available geotechnical data. Part of
the research also includes a consideration of the environmental landforms in the project area.
Cultural heritage sites are often found to be associated with very specific environmental features. For
example, there is a high correlation between Aboriginal archaeological sites and water courses in South
Australia (Cooper 1961). DSD-AAR guidelines and various scholarly articles indicate that areas in the
vicinity of major water courses have an elevated risk of containing buried archaeological material
including human remains (DSD-AAR 2016) for example; creek overflow areas were targeted for burial
grounds due to their soft, sandy and easy to excavate soils. Certain landforms are often also
ethnographically significant forming parts of stories related to ancestor/creation stories. Some of these
stories have social restrictions (e.g. gender and age) placed upon their access or use.
To frame the risk assessment results in a clear and concise way, the following definitions are provided;
High risk: identifies landforms where traditionally cultural heritage sites have been found and there is a
high risk of open excavation into previously undisturbed soils encountering and disturbing cultural
heritage sites. This risk has been assessed based on the limited modern disturbance in these areas and
the intactness of soil profiles. Areas traditionally considered to be of ‘high’ risk include undisturbed
natural waterways, sand dunes, and mature trees pre-dating European settlement.
Moderate Risk: identifies areas traditionally or opportunistically used by Aboriginal people and where at
comparable locations cultural heritage sites have been found. These areas would generally be identified
as “high” risk areas but the level of past disturbance is not known or unverifiable; therefore there is a
chance that soil profiles have not been previously impacted and there is a moderate risk of open
excavation disturbing in situ cultural heritage. Areas traditionally considered to have a ‘moderate’ risk
may include less permanent secondary waterways or areas which may have once been classified as
‘high’ risk but for which there is evidence of modern disturbance.
Low Risk: identifies areas where there is a very low, or no chance of encountering cultural heritage sites
and where there is a low likelihood of open excavation impacting heritage sites. Areas assessed as
having a ‘low’ risk are areas where there has been considerable modern impact and disturbance and
therefore there is a low likelihood for cultural heritage sites to remain undisturbed.

6.1

Discussion

The current project area has been assessed as having a ‘low’ risk of works encountering cultural
heritage sites. The site has been extensively cleared and subject to intense mining activity which has
impacted the surface soil profiles. There is a small ephemeral creek line running across EL4303 which is
part of the Onkaparinga River catchment which may have provided enough water for an opportunistic
camp, but background research indicates that this was not an ideal place for major camping grounds.
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SUMMARY & RECOMMENDATIONS

EBS Heritage has been engaged by Terramin to undertake a cultural heritage assessment for proposed
works at Lot 10 Pfeiffer Road, Woodside in the Adelaide Hills. EBS Heritage has conducted a cultural
heritage risk assessment based on a review of the available information, including background research
and geotechnical data.
A review of this information indicates that the property has been extensively cleared and used for farming
with the surface soils within the ‘plough zone’ disturbed. There are no recorded sites for the project area,
nor were any sites identified during a walk over conducted by Clarke (2016). There is small ephemeral
creek line running across EL4303 which is part of the Onkaparinga River catchment and which may have
provided enough water for an opportunistic camp, however the background information indicates that
these areas were not desirable for more permanent camps (Clarke 2016:10).
Based on a review of the available information, EBS Heritage has assessed that there is a very low risk
for the project to encounter any cultural heritage items, objects or remains in the project area and
provides the following recommendations for Terramin to manage this risk.


Terramin are obliged under the South Australian Aboriginal Heritage Act 1988 to not “damage,
disturb or interfere” with cultural heritage sites, objects and/or remains. There are currently no
listed cultural heritage sites on the DSD-AAR Register at the project location.



Terramin should implement a site discovery procedure for all works conducted (Appendix 1) to
ensure all staff respond to unexpected finds in accordance with the requirements of the
Aboriginal Heritage Act 1988.



Terramin should ensure that their staff and contractors have had heritage inductions so they are
able to recognise cultural heritage and comply with the site discovery procedures.
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APPENDIX – SITE DISCOVERY PROCEDURE
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Figure 2. Examples of what Aboriginal artefacts or sites might look like.
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